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SUBJECT: NEW SOVIET CONSTITUTION 

REF: STATE 262184 
MOSCOW 16039 
LENINGRAD 1747 

1. A LENINGRAD OFFICIAL TOLD POLOFF DECEMBER 16 THAT THERE 
WAS NO RPT NO PROSPECT OF INTRODUCING NEW SOVIET CONSTITUTION 
AT 25 TH PARTY CONGRESS SINCE PREPARATORY WORK BY CONSTITUTIONAL 
COMMISSION IS FAR FROM COMPLETE. OFFICIAL, WHO IS LAWYER 
HIMSELF, HAS FRIEND WHO IS MEMBER OF CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION 
AND WHO TOLD HIM RECENTLY THAT MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE TOWARD 
DEFINING CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE OF ORGANS, E.G. STATE COMMITTEES, 
WHICH PERFORM IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS VIS-A-VIS CONSTITUENT 
REPUBLICS AS WELL AS INDIVIDUALS. OFFICIAL CONCEDED THAT ONE 

OF THESE IS KGB ITSELF. 

2. LENINGRAD OFFICIAL DID NOT EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY OF REFERENCE 
TO NEW CONSTITUTION AT PARTY CONGRESS AND HE NOTED THAT A 
POSSIBLE TARGET DATE FOR INTRODUCTION COULD BE IN LATE 1976, 

I.E. COINCIDING WITH 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRESENT CONSTITUTION. 
NEUBERT 
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